
 

 DIPTFORD AND NORTH HUISH 

 PARISH NEWS 

OCTOBER 2026      No. 669 
If you know anyone who would like to receive the Parish News – contact  

Val Haddy 01548 821418 or email valjohnhaddy@aol.com 
 

There are many new residents within Diptford Parish – who are all welcome to join the 

mailing list for the Parish News – find out what is going on in the village and come and join 

in this vibrant community 

 

 
 

 

 Further information can be found on the Mission Community website 

 www.3rivers.org.uk or at www.achurchnearyou.com/8942 

 

mailto:valjohnhaddy@aol.com
http://www.3rivers.org.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/8942
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DIPTFORD SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY 
We’d love for as many people as possible to attend. 
Please note the minimum recommended age is 16. 

Facilitated by Diptford Parish Council 

 
 

Coffee Morning Diptford Green  

An eclectic range of cakes and produce was enjoyed at the recent coffee morning held at Diptford 
Green on Thursday 17th September. There was a wonderful atmosphere with joyful conversations. 
Ruth and Sheena would like to thank everyone for their generosity in contributing to produce and 

for donations. £200 was raised for St Mary’s Church 
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The Parochial Church Council would like to thank David and 
Heather Sayle for 11 years of ministry within our Parish of 
Diptford with North Huish. We particularly give thanks for 
David’s thought- provoking, well prepared sermons which 
have led to the deepening of faith and understanding, together 
with his pastoral work supporting parishioners under his care. 
Heather has supported David and us throughout their years 
here and has recently taken the role as Worship Leader taking 
services jointly with others, allowing the church to maintain 
continuity every Sunday. They have had the vision to develop 

the inclusion of families with young children through their self-styled monthly ‘Brick 
Church’ initiative, allowing families to engage in practical play-based learning 
developing faith amongst our youngest of children together with  supporting  family 
life. 
 
We wish David and Heather well as they embark on their next step of ministry in 
North Devon.  

 

DIPTFORD CHURCH CLEANING 
2026 is a very special year for our Church  

as it is 800 years old 
Would you like to keep our lovely Church sparkly? 

You will be very welcome to come along to  
St Mary’s Church, Diptford   From 9.30 am til 11 am 
Saturdays 3 October, 7 November and 5 December. 

Steve Partridge is now organising our cleaning sessions  
partridge.steve@btinternet.com 

 

   

 SOCIAL MEDIA IN THE VILLAGE 
 Parish Council website www.diptfordparishcouncil.org 
 Village Hall Bookings   www.diptfordparishhall.org.uk 

 Facebook  - Diptford Sustainable Community 
 WhatsApp – Diptford Support Network 

  
 

DIPTFORD AMENITY TRUST Registered Charity Number 276979 

Account Name: Diptford Amenity Trust  Sort Code:  30-98-69    

Account Number: 00196602     GIFT AID REGISTERED TOO! 
These are the details to use if you would like to donate towards the upkeep of our village Playing 

Field 
Diptford Amenity Trust is registered on #easyfundraising which means you can raise free funds for 

them as you shop online this year, at no extra cost! All the big names like John Lewis & Partners, M&S, 

Argos, eBay and more are ready to donate. Every donation makes a difference!  Did you know that 

you can register on the EasyFundraising app to get a donation when you shop in-store too?  Almost 

£97 has been raised this year for the Playing Field using EasyFundraising. 

 

mailto:partridge.steve@btinternet.com
http://www.diptfordparishcouncil.org/
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NOTES FROM DIPTFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING SEPTEMBER 2026 
 
 

A well attended PC meeting on 15 September with welcome input from several members of 
the public.   
 
A useful discussion on the merits of trying to get the village speed limit reduced from 30mph 
to 20mph, using the worst case scenario provided by our Highways Engineer.  All felt that the 
figure quoted was far too high for a small scheme like Diptford’s.  Dan Thomas, our County 
Councillor was on hand to answer a lot of queries and to help us take this forward at a more 
realistic price hopefully.  We are very lucky to have Dan’s support and especially in that he is 
not only the Leader of SHDC but the Highways lead at Devon CC. 
 
In Dan’s report to Council, we were all delighted to hear that the Government has seen sense 
and abandoned the planned re-organisation of local government in our area and others, but 
the costs incurred were considerable and thus wasted. 
 
Council acknowledged the resignation of Will Young as Tree Warden, having moved away 
from the village and thanked him for his past input. 
 
Cllr Parker Davidson, as P3 Co-Ordinator,  is hoping that volunteers from the Ramblers 
Association will shortly assist in improvements to Footpath 1 – Village Hall to Mill Lane which 
is seriously eroded in places. 
 
Cllrs have been invited to attend the showing of the Peoples’ Emergency Briefing screening 
in the Hall on Saturday 3 October from 3pm to 5.30pm with discussion after and agreed to 
facilitate this by paying the hire fee for the Parish Hall. 
 
As part of the Parish Council’s efforts to improve road safety in the village, Council agreed to 
buy a solar powered flashing sign which can be moved around the village and can be installed 
when our Road Wardens have been trained up.  In addition our Clerk is ordering a supply of 
advisory 20’s Plenty signs which will be available free of charge to residents. 
 
Diptford School has a consultation running until 12 October, proposing to extend the age 
range from 3 – 11 to 2 – 11. This planned expansion of the nursery class should benefit 
children and families within the local community by providing affordable high quality 
childcare and education enabling families to use their Government Funded Early Education 
childcare entitlement without top-up fees. The Parish Council fully supports the efforts to 
expand the provision of our school. See Diptford C of E Primary School: Proposal to extend 
the age range – Have your Say. 
 
Residents are reminded that Minutes of all Meetings, together with Agendas, are displayed 
on the Parish Council Notice Board by School and published on the website 
diptfordparishcouncil.org. 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place in the Parish Hall on TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 
at 7.30pm 
 

All Residents are welcome and encouraged to attend and can raise any item for a limited 
time within Open Forum at the start of the meeting. 
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   St Mary’s Church, North Huish 
                                    

           Churches Conservation Trust 

NORTH HUISH COMMUNITY GROUP 
 

This group was set up in 2023 with the purpose of organising community events for the 

residents of North Huish and surrounding villages. The venue is St Mary’s Church, North Huish, 

now closed for regular public worship but kept open to the public, providing a meeting space 

for the local community. This beautiful Grade 1 listed building is in the care of the Churches 

Conservation Trust, a national charity protecting historic churches at risk. Funds donated at 

events held there, help to support the cost of maintaining the building. 

Events planned for 2026 are: 

• Wednesday 11th November: Armistice Day short Act of Remembrance, 10.50. 

• Sunday 6th December: Carols by Candlelight, 4.00pm.  

The North Huish Community Group look forward to welcoming you at any of these events. 

   

AGM OF FODS 

FRIENDS OF DIPTFORD SCHOOL 

MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 
All are welcome to come and join in the Friends 

of Diptford School Annual General Meeting 

held in school at 7.30pm on Mon 12th October.  

Please come along and see what we’re all about 

and share new ideas and thoughts on the year ahead! We’re currently a small group of 

parents/carers who organise events and activities and raise funds for the benefit of all the 

children at school to enrich their time at Diptford. It would be lovely to meet some new 

faces we need your support!  

The next FODS event to watch out for is Dipfest on Friday 2nd October  - this is all about 

the children having some fun together and we have lots of games and activities for them to 

enjoy. DIpfest will take place after school on the school field/village hall. BBQ, refreshments, 

games and bouncy castle! 

Here are some of the things going on:  

Bouncy Castle and Nerf shoot out   Bat the Rat 

Hook a Duck      Toy Tombola 

Apple Bobbing      Sock wrestling  

Glitter makeup and tattoos    Guess the Baby 

Donut eating competition    Ping Pong jar game  

BBQ - vegan and GF options     Prosecco and Beers  

FODS team  
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HIGHWAYS ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DEVON COUNCY COUNCIL  
Roads and Transport, Report a Problem 

If you have a problem with roads and transport this Devon County Council web page 

devon.gov.uk  gives you the opportunity to report and track problems and issues. 

Problems to report include, potholes, drains, lighting, broken signs or faulty traffic lights. 

 

If you are reporting an emergency that requires immediate attention, please call us on 

0345 155 1004. An emergency on the highway is defined as something that is very likely to 

present an imminent threat to life or serious injury or serious damage to property. 

 

If the issue you wish to report is not listed please contact our customer service centre on 

0345 155 1004. 

Area Covered: East Devon, Exeter, Mid Devon, North Devon, South Hams, Teignbridge, 

Torridge, West Devon 

Categories: Council Services, Other council services 

Landowners are encouraged to keep road signs on their land clearly visible and to cut 
roadside hedges on an annual basis out of the nesting season.  There are exemptions from 
the timing if there are road safety issues. 

This year, despite the heat waves and drought, the amount of vegetation growth on hedges 

alongside our already narrow lanes, is causing problems for road users.  Please can 

everyone endeavour to cut or get cut their roadside hedges to maintain visibility and safety. 

 

Common activities for local councils and community groups 

Local councils and community organisations can support the upkeep of their local highways 

through several Devon County Council schemes. 

The Road Warden Scheme enables trained volunteers to carry out approved preventative 

maintenance, while some self-help activities can be undertaken separately with prior 

agreement. 

Communities can also maintain public rights of way through the Parish Paths Partnership 

(P3), strengthen local resilience via the Snow Warden and Flood Warden schemes, and 

enhance biodiversity through the Life on the Verge initiative. 

We only cut grass and vegetation where it is necessary for safety, such as maintaining 

visibility at junctions, bends and lay-bys. If your local council or community organisation 

would like more control over grass-cutting in your area, we may be able to support you 

to procure and manage this work directly and provide a financial contribution. 

 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/devonhighways/self-help/road-warden-scheme
https://www.devon.gov.uk/prow/parish-paths-partnership-scheme/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/prow/parish-paths-partnership-scheme/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/devonhighways/self-help/snow-warden-scheme
https://www.devon.gov.uk/devonhighways/self-help/flood-warden-scheme
https://www.devon.gov.uk/environment/wildlife/managing-verges-for-wildlife
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 Business adverts as in Pages 7 and 8 will be considered by the Editorial Team 

and are charged at £50 per advert –  

for 12 issues of the Parish News 

If wishing to advertise please contact the Editor Val Haddy 

valjohnhaddy@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Now is the time to order your free-range, 

oven-ready bird for Christmas! 

*Turkeys, Geese, Ducks & Chicken* 

To order: 

Online: www.stanboroughfarm.com 

Text/WhatsApp: 07796448377 

E-mail: info@stanboroughfarm.com 

Stanborough Farm, Halwell, Totnes 

Find and follow us on social media: 

  Stanborough Farm 

 stanboroughfarm 

 

mailto:valjohnhaddy@aol.com
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TOTNES TV & 

ELECTRICAL 
 

Established 1992 

APPLIANCE REPAIRS . AERIAL INSTALLATION 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING . PART ‘P’ 

REGISTERED 

TESTING & INSPECTIONS . CERTIFICATION . 

P.A.T. TESTING 

ANDY GARNER / CHRIS HATCH 
 

103d High Street, Totnes   Devon  TQ9 5SN                                                                                                                                                                

Domestic Installer 

 

Tel: (01803) 867298       EIC      NIC   

                                                                                                                                                                              

 

Ian Kirton Plumbing  

& Heating 

 

077100 94424         01548 821 847 

inkirton@btinternet.com 
 

OFTEC registered  

for service and installation of oil appliances 

General plumbing, heating systems and 
bathrooms 

Any plumbing jobs considered 

 

 

 
 

Andrew Heimann 
 

Decorating 

Property Maintenance 
 

All Interior or Exterior decorating 

considered 

Favourable rates 
Email me at 

amheimann@icloud.com 

Or phone on 07717 477178 

 

 

SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 
  

Available in nets or dumpy bags 
 
 

£5/ net or £110/ dumpy bag 
 

Free delivery to Diptford 
 

Call Graham on 07813 169035 
 
 

 

mailto:inkirton@btinternet.com
mailto:amheimann@icloud.com
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

DIPTFORD PARISH HALL BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS 

TO MAKE A BOOKING FOR DIPTFORD PARISH HALL 

www.diptfordparishhall.org.uk 
Please use the online Calendar & Booking System. 

Also, there is a facility to ‘Add an Entry’ if your group /organisation would like to add any local 

events or organisations. 

Please feel free to share this amongst your groups & friends. 

I hope you find the website useful & helpful in your interactions with the Hall.  

Feedback welcomed. 

Steve.     Chair of Trustees   Diptford Parish Hall. 

DiptfordPH@yahoo.com    07944 098174 
 

 

Diptford Parish Councillors 
The Parish Council Councillors have dedicated email addresses and if you wish to contact any 

of the Councillors directly, please use the email addresses listed below or alternatively 

contact the Parish Clerk on clerk@diptfordparishcouncil.org 
 

 

Cllr S Franklin (Chair) – sue.franklin@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr S Parker-Davidson (Vice Chair) – steven.parker.davidson@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr C Peach – chris.peach@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr T Crocker – trevor.crocker@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr L Lethbridge – louise.lethbridge@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr L Carrol – lucy.carrol@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Cllr G Paterson – gavin.paterson@diptfordparishcouncil.org 

Clllr D Dugdall  - debbie.dugdall@diptfordparishcouncil.org 
 

 

PARISH COUNCIL OF DIPTFORD 
NEXT MEETING DIPTFORD PARISH HALL   TQ9 7NY 

TUESDAY 20th October  at 7.30pm 
All residents welcome to attend 

Minutes of Meetings are published on the Parish Council website  
diptfordparishcouncil.org and on the Notice Board by School 

 
 

Editor : Mrs Val Haddy, School House, Diptford     Tel: 01548 821418 

PLEASE NOTE THAT all copy MUST be received before the 25th of the preceding month  

Contributions may be submitted by e-mail to valjohnhaddy@aol.com   
Contributions subject to change due to availability of space 

Views expressed within the Parish News are those of the contributors and no endorsement can be 

given by the PCC to views expressed. 
 

Diptford & North Huish Parish News is published monthly by Diptford  Parochial Church Council.  Every care is 
taken in compiling the Parish News and no responsibility can be taken for any action arising from information 

given therein.  All information is believed to be correct at the time of publication. 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.diptfordparishhall.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce54c2a6678b2490c378608dccda95f2b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638611374521517678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rrl95XIi32M5q7h3Wle1mai6i9gvNmqK8IapYtgIFcw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DiptfordPH@yahoo.com
mailto:clerk@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:sue.franklin@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:steven.parker.davidson@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:chris.peach@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:trevor.crocker@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:louise.lethbridge@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:lucy.carrol@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:gavin.paterson@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:debbie.dugdall@diptfordparishcouncil.org
mailto:valjohnhaddy@aol.com

